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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. A copy of each cited prior art 
reference was provided or cited in the prior application in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d). 
It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution 
of this application, and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Applicant does not waive any right to take appropriate action to establish patentability 
over the listed documents should they be applied as a reference against the claims of the 
present application. 



Sir: 



The accompanying Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 
of the U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No 
certification or fee is required. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 

Bv: (L— € /U— 

Thomas H. Jackson/^ 
Registration No. 29,808 

1001 G Street, N.W. 
Eleventh Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
(202) 824-3000 



Dated: December 3, 2003 
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PTO-1449 (Modified) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NUMBER 




000280.00034 


TBD 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 






PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


APPLICANT 






Renato Conta et al. 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 






BY APPLICANT 


FILING DATE 


GROUP ART UNIT 




Herewith 


TBD 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




5,734,399 


3/31/98 


Weber et al. 










4,502,060 


2/26/85 


Rankin et al. 



















































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES/NO 




0 678 387 


10/25/95 


EPO 












0 694 398 


1/31/96 


EPO 












0 549 211 


6/30/93 


EPO 












0 564 069 


10/6/93 


EPO 



























OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 





Search Report (dated 4/10/01), International Application No. PCT/IT00/00534 































EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial citation if reference was considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance to MPEP 609 and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



